
RUSSIA’S  LEADERS
Click map to view 
Russia overview 
video.

http://www.worldgeography.abc-clio.com/library/maps/countrydisplay.aspx?countryid=150&bmap=False&highlightid=13&categoryid=15&entryid=165128&nav=non&_playback=true
http://www.worldgeography.abc-clio.com/


CZAR NICHOLAS 1894-1917

• Czar Nicholas Romanov 
II –the last of the 
czars.

• Made attempts to 
modernize, not 
successful

• Russia defeated in 
Russo-Japanese War

• Bloody Sunday -
peaceful protestors 
massacred by the 
czar’s troops.



WWI

• WWI- Russia 
suffers major 
losses

• Czar forced to 
abdicate -
(resign)

• Later, he and 
entire family 
executed



V.I. LENIN  1917-1924

• Lenin studies the ideas 
of Karl Marx –
Communism – everyone 
equal in theory.  Linked 
with command economy = 
govt. makes economic 
decisions.

• All people would be equal 
and own all wealth IN 
THEORY = not practical.

• Lenin offers poor “land, 
bread, and peace.”



REVOLUTION

• 1917 – Bolshevik/ 
Communist Revolution -
USSR

• Lenin says Russia not 
ready for pure 
communism, so the 
Communist Party would 
lead USSR toward this 
goal 

• Lenin dies 1924



Josef STALIN 1925-1953

• Totalitarian - total 
control

• Removed ALL 
opposition through 
a series of PURGES 
and executions.

• One of most brutal 
dictators in modern 
history



WWII

• Stalin forced the 
USSR to industrialize 
(Five-Year Plans) and 
onto collective farms.

• Leader during WWII

• Occupies Eastern 
Europe at the end of 
WWII - begins the 
COLD WAR



• Countries – called 
satellite nations in 
Eastern Europe were 
suddenly under 
communist control and 
were not allowed to 
leave - they were 
trapped behind the 
IRON CURTAIN.

• The physical            
representation of this 
is the Berlin Wall.



Mikhail GORBACHEV 

1985-1991
• Gorbachev sought to reform

the crumbling Soviet 
empire.

• Glasnost – openness meant 
people could participate in 
limited elections and voice 
concerns

• Perestroika – economic
reform attempted to 
salvage the inherently 
flawed Soviet system 

• = too little, too late



• After being 
kidnapped during a 
Stalinist coup 
attempt which was 
defeated by Yeltsin, 
Gorbachev resigned 
and the Soviet Union 
collapsed in 1991.

• He recently credited 
spending to compete 
with Reagan’s 
military build-up 
with the final 
collapse of the 
USSR.

A tent city for the homeless in 

sight of St. Basil's Cathedral 

and the Kremlin during the 

economic crisis of 1990.

Click photo to hear Reagan’s 

“Tear Down This Wall” speech.

tear down this wall speech.WMA


Boris YELTSIN 1991-2000

• When Gorbachev was taken 
prisoner, Yeltsin called people 
to the streets to protest and 
asked the military to ignore 
the orders of the government 
– and they did.

• Yeltsin was a hero and the 
natural choice for the first 
democratic president of 
Russia.

• The transition from 
communism to democracy and 
capitalism is difficult and 
requires careful management. 



• Yeltsin was ill and 
absent during much of 
his time in office, 
and hope turned to 
despair as the 
economy was taken 
over by the few 
wealthy and the 
mafia.

• The ruble collapsed 
and people started to 
think that maybe 
communism wasn’t so 
bad after all.



• Yeltsin resigned on 
Dec. 31, 1999 and 
apologized to the 
Russian people for 
failing to help them 
succeed.

• In his speech he 
said, “Russia must 
enter the new 
millennium with new 
politicians, new 
faces, with new 
smart, strong, 
energetic people. “



Vladimir PUTIN 2000-present

• Yeltsin resigns so that 
Putin may take over 
without having to be 
elected.

• Putin – a former KGB 
agent - appeals to a 
Russian public that has 
grown increasingly tired of 
years of clumsy leadership 
and widespread corruption. 

• Putin has been credited 
with stabilizing Russia and 
cracking down on crime.



• Putin has been 
criticized for 
silencing opposition 
and censoring the 
media.

• He says it is 
necessary for 
security. 

• He has also struggled 
with the difficult 
transition to a market 
economy and the war 
for control of 
Chechnya that has led 
to terrorist attacks in 
Moscow.

Russian troops take positions on 

October 23, 2002 around a Moscow 

theater seized by armed Chechyn rebels.

Benjamin Franklin said, 
“They that can give up 

essential liberty to obtain a 
little temporary safety 

deserve neither liberty nor 
safety.”
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