
Julius Caesar: Act V Study Guide 
 

I. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to Act V and the rest of the play. 
 
1. climax- 
  
2. resolution- 
 
3. tragic hero- 
 
4. theme- 
 
 
II. STUDY QUESTIONS: Be able to answer the following questions as you read Act V. 
 
Scene i: 
 
1.  About what do Octavius and Antony argue?   
 
 
2.  What is significant about this day for Cassius?  
 
 
3.  What are two things Brutus says he will never do, even if he loses the war?   
 
 
Scene ii: 
 
4.  How does Brutus feel about the battle at this point?   
 
 
Scene iii: 
 
5.  Who wins the first battle?   
 
 
6.  What does Cassius send Titinius to do?   
 
 
7.  Why does Cassius decide to kill himself?   
 
 
8.  How does Cassius’s death help Pindarus?   
 
 
9.  What mistake caused Cassius’s death?   
 
 



10.  What does Titinius do when Messala goes to inform Brutus of Cassius’s death?   
 
Scene iv: 
 
11.  What happens to Cato?   
 
 
12.  Who does Lucilius pretend to be?   
 
 
13.  What happens to Lucilius?  
 
 
Scene v: 
 
14.  What does Brutus ask Clitus, Dardanius, and Volomnius to do?   
 
 
15.  How does Brutus die?   
 
 
16.  According to Marc Antony, why is Brutus better than the other conspirators?   
 
 
 
III. QUOTATIONS: Be able to identify the speaker, describe the situation, and explain the significance.  

Forever, and forever, farewell, Cassius! 
If we do meet again, why, we shall smile; 
If not, why then this parting was well made. (V.i.125-127)  

O! that a man might know 
The end of this day's business, ere it come; 
But it sufficeth that the day will end, 
And then the end is known. (V.i.131-134)  

This day I breathèd first: time is come round, 
And where I did begin, there shall I end; 
My life is run his compass. (V.iii.23-25)  

O hateful error, melancholy's child! 
Why dost thou show, to the apt thoughts of men, 
The things that are not? (V.iii.67-69)  

I had rather have 
Such men my friends than enemies. (V.iv.28-29)  

Thou art a fellow of a good respect; 
Thy life hath had some smatch of honour in it. 



Hold then my sword, and turn away thy face, 
While I do run upon it. (V.v.45-48)  

This was the noblest Roman of them all; 
All the conspirators save only he 
Did that they did in envy of great Caesar; 
He, only, in a general honest thought 
And common good to all, made one of them. 
His life was gentle, and the elements 
So mixed in him that Nature might stand up 
And say to all the world, 'This was a man!' (V.v.68-75)  

 


