
Julius Caesar: Act IV Study Guide 
 

I. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to Act IV and the rest of the play. 
 
1. falling action- 
  
2. stage directions- 
 
3. scene design- 
 
4. irony- 
 
 
II. STUDY QUESTIONS: Be able to answer the following questions as you read Act IV. 
 
Scene i: 
 
1.  Who are the members of the second triumvirate?  
 
 
2.  What kind of list are the three making at the beginning of the scene?   
 
 
3.  What does Antony say they will do to Caesar’s will?   
 
 
4.  What is Antony’s opinion of Lepidus?   
 
 
5. What reason does Antony give letting Lepidus help in choosing who shall die?   
 
 
Scene ii: 
 
6.  Why does Brutus suggest that he and Cassius talk inside the tent?   
 
 
Scene iii: 
 
7.  Why is Cassius mad at Brutus?   
 
 
8.  What does Brutus accuse Cassius of?   
 
 
9.  For what has Brutus aske Cassius that he did not receive?  
 
 



10.  What does Brutus refuse to do as a means to raise money for his army?   
 
11.  How does Portia die?  
 
 
12.  Explain the disagreement that Brutus and Cassius have about the battle strategy?   
 
 
13.  Who wins the argument?   
 
 
14.  What unexpected visitor does Brutus see when everyone else is asleep?   
 
 
 
III. QUOTATIONS: Be able to identify the speaker, describe the situation, and explain the significance. 

When love begins to sicken and decay, 
It useth an enforcèd ceremony. 
There are no tricks in plain and simple faith. (IV.ii.20-22)  

Let me tell you, Cassius, you yourself 
Are much condemned to have an itching palm. (IV.iii.7-8)  

Shall we now 
Contaminate our fingers with base bribes? (IV.iii.23-24)  

I had rather be a dog, and bay the moon, 
Than such a Roman. (IV.iii.27-28)  

There is no terror, Cassius, in your threats; 
For I am armed so strong in honesty 
That they pass by me as the idle wind, 
Which I respect not. (IV.iii.67-70)  

By heaven, I had rather coin my heart, 
And drop my blood for drachmas, than to wring 
From the hard hands of peasants their vile trash 
By any indirection. (IV.iii.72-75)  

A friend should bear his friend's infirmities, 
But Brutus makes mine greater than they are. (IV.iii.86-87)  

All his faults observed, 
Set in a note-book, learn’d, and conn’d by rote. (IV.iii.92-93)  

There is a tide in the affairs of men 
Which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; 



Omitted, all the voyage of their life 
Is bound in shallows and in miseries. (IV.iii.218-21)  

We must take the current when it serves, 
Or lose our ventures. (IV.iii.247-248)  

The deep of night is crept upon our talk, 
And nature must obey necessity. (IV.iii.251-252)  

  


