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AN UNFAILING 
COMMITMENT 

TO PEACE...WITH 
LIMITED PATIENCE: 

PAKISTAN AND INDIA 
INDEPENDENCE 

DAYS
On Pakistan’s and India’s Independence 

Days this year, the President of India, 
Pranab Mukherjee, warned Pakistan: “Our 
commitment to peace is unfailing, but even 
our patience has limits.”

President Mukherjee was referring to 
the long-standing dispute over Kashmir, 
a large territory in the Himalayan region 
of northern India and 
Pakistan. Kashmir has 
been the scene of con-
flict since 1947 when the 
British partitioned its In-
dian empire into the two 
countries of Pakistan 
and India.

Before the British 
withdrew from the Indi-
an sub-continent in 1947, 
the biggest question was 
whether or not the ter-
ritory should remain a 
single country. The large 
Muslim minority argued 
that the only way to keep 
peace would be to create 
a separate, Muslim-con-
trolled country. 

After years of talks, 
negotiators reached an 
agreement to split the 
sub-continent into two countries based on 
religious differences. The Muslim country 
of Pakistan was carved from the eastern 
and western regions of India. The over-
whelmingly dominant religion in the new, 
but smaller, India would be Hindu. (East 
Pakistan became Bangladesh in 1971.) 

Even though Pakistan and India offi-
cially achieved independence on the same 
day, August 15, 1947, Pakistan celebrates a 
day earlier on the 14th because the last Brit-

ish ruler of India, Lord Mountbatten, could 
not attend celebrations in India and the new 
Pakistan on the same day. So, he went to Ka-
rachi, Pakistan on the 14th and Delhi, India 
on the 15th.

World history is filled with episodes of 
violence that have arisen from well-inten-
tioned efforts to divide one country geo-
graphically into two separate states. The 
partition of India followed this pattern and 
has resulted in tremendous problems for 
both sides. Because the division came about 
as a result of efforts to create a Muslim coun-
try, more than 14 million residents chose to 
relocate across the new borders based on 
whether they were Muslim or non-Muslim. 

In the period immediately following the 
partition, seven million Muslims left India 
for the new Pakistan, while an equal num-
ber of non-Muslims relocated from Pakistan 
to India. Unfortunately, neither government 
was prepared to handle such a massive mi-
gration of people. The result was more than 
500,000 deaths from violent clashes on both 
sides of the border. 

The most lasting problem that came from 
the 1947 partition, however, has been the 
disagreement over the boundaries of the 
Himalayan region called Kashmir. Isolated 

in the north, Kashmir has always been pre-
dominately Muslim, but since 1947, a large 
portion of it has remained under the con-
trol of India, not Pakistan. Consequently, 
the region has been the scene of three wars 
between India and Pakistan. But even in 
peacetime, Kashmir witnesses almost daily 
clashes along the “Line of Control” (LoC) 
that divides the disputed territory between 
the two countries.

Routine border skirmishes in Kashmir 

over the last several decades might have 
gone un-noticed by the rest of the world ex-
cept for one important point: both Pakistan 
and India are armed with nuclear weapons. 
Furthermore, China claims the northeast 
portion of Kashmir that borders its country. 
The Chinese are allies of Pakistan and are 
thought to have assisted the Pakistanis with 
the development of a nuclear bomb. Like 
the United States and Russia, China is one 
of the world’s nuclear superpowers.

The mix of all of these elements in Kash-
mir led President Bill Clinton to declare 
in 2000, “The most dangerous place in the 
world today, I think you could argue, is the 
Indian subcontinent and the line of control 
in Kashmir.” 

When things are peaceful in Kashmir, the 
Indian and Pakistani Independence days 
are marked by an exchange of sweets be-
tween the soldiers stationed along the Line 
of Control. But in Early August, five Indian 
soldiers were killed in a raid that originated 
from the Pakistani side of the LoC. From 
August 6 through Independence Day, there 
were 24 more ceasefire violations. 

No sweets were exchanged this year. 
India’s Defense Minister A. K. Antony 

announced last week that the number of 
ceasefire violations along the LoC 
last year was 117. By August of 
this year there had already been 
82 violations with five months re-
maining in the year. “The Army,” 
he said, “was ready to protect the 
sanctity of the LoC at any cost.” 

Pakistan denies any involve-
ment in the deaths of the Indian 
soldiers and says the problems 
began when Indian soldiers cap-
tured some Pakistani civilians 
who were along the LoC collect-
ing herbs. Both sides acknowl-
edged using mortars, automatic 
weapons, and heavy machine 
guns to target each other’s posts 
along the LoC. 

However, Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif says Paki-
stan’s commitment to peace is 
also unfailing. Referring to the 
Kashmir problem in a speech he 

made just after the Independence Day cel-
ebrations, Sharif said “Wars between India 
and Pakistan have put us behind decades. 
Now we should not be fighting one another 
but come together to fight poverty and illit-
eracy.»

Now, that is a fight that the rest of us can 
hope will spread around the world.
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Scott Wilson:
For 30 years Scott taught Social Studies and English in DeKalb County, Georgia where he was both National Board Certified and Georgia Master 
Teacher Certified.   After retiring from teaching in 2010, Scott joined the United States Peace Corps and served for 27 months as an English teacher 
in the desert near the Syrian border in Jordan.
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QUESTIONS
1. Pakistan was created to give Muslims a country in which they would be a majority. In fact, the official name of the country is The 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan. What are some advantages of having a religions group control the government? What are some prob-
lems that can arise when a single religion controls government? Name some other countries that have an official state religion. Would 
the United States be a stronger or weaker country if it endorsed a specific religion? If most Americans self-identify as Christians, why 
is the United States officially a secular (non-religious) form of government?

2. The United States and Russia each have enough nuclear weapons to kill everyone in the World. But many analysts believe that 
neither side would attack the other first because they know everyone would eventually be killed on both sides. This deterrent effect is 
called Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD). Do you believe MAD will stop Pakistan and India from using their nuclear weapons? If 
one country used them first, would it be o.k. for the other side to use them? Would it be a good idea for every country to have nuclear 
weapons since having them (according to the MAD theory) would stop anyone from ever using them? The alternative is to get rid of 
all nuclear weapons. Should the United States destroy all of its nuclear weapons even if other countries, like Russia, do not do like-
wise? In general, would the world be safer with more nuclear weapons or with fewer nuclear weapons? 

3. Now combine the two question topics above: religious governments and nuclear weapons. The United States says it will never 
permit the Islamic Republic of Iran to have nuclear weapons. Why do you suppose the U. S. “allows” Islamic Pakistan, but not Islamic 
Iran, to have nuclear weapons? What makes strongly held religious beliefs and nuclear weapons such a dangerous combination? Will 
the MAD theory work if a country believes God is on its side? 


