An swers a nd Exp lan ati o n s
1. C: The mass migration from the African continent to North and Central America, which
peaked duringthe late 18th century, occurred becauseAfricans were captured and sold as
slaves in North and Central America by European slave traders. The growth of agriculture in
the New World, combined with the dearth of laborers and the legality of slavery, created a

massive market for African slaves.
2. C: The presence of this land bridge is used to explain the first human migration from Asia
to the Americas approximately 25,000 years ago. It is believed that lower sea levels in this

area exposed a strip of land that connected what is now Eastern Russia to modern-day
Alaska and that early humans crossed this bridge and ultimately populated North, Central,
and South America.
3. C: The bubonic plague spread along trade routes, carried by infected animals and people

on ships. After reaching Cyprus in 1347, the epidemic followed trade routes to infect the
populations of Italy and France. Then, also through trade routes, it traveled north to
Germany, England, and eventually Scandinavia and Russia in 1351.

growth in the popularity of blue jeans across the world can be
attributed to cultural diffusion. Cultural diffusion is the process whereby a certain cultural
trait such as a food, word, mode of dress, or game becomes increasingly widespread and is
ultimately adopted by members of other cultures.
4. B: The astronomical

5. A: \Mhen the prices farmers receive for their crops decline in a developing country, this
typically results in increased urbanization. When crop prices decline, farmers can no longer
make a living from their land. As a result, they often choose to migrate to cities in search of
Iow-wage employment in the manufacturing or service sectors'

6. C: Increased scientific knowledge about the dangers ofearthquakes and the areas that are

most susceptible to these disasters has resulted in the implementation of hazard-mitigation
measures like specially designed buildings. Since large cities like Los Angeles, San Francisco,
and Tokyo are all firmly established in earthquake-prone areas, it is impractical for citizens
to abandon them due to the risk of earthquakes. Furthermore, these prosperous cities
continue to attract new residents despite the earthquake risk. The most practical response
is to mitigate the potential damage of earthquakes by enforcing strict building codes.

It is true that the boundaries of Florida Territory are very similar to the modern
boundaries of the state of Florida, In contrast, the boundaries of Arkansas Territory are
larger than the boundaries of the modern state of Arkansas, and in this map, the state of
Virginia includes what is now the state of West Virginia. The modern-day state of Oregon is
also much smaller than the area shown for the Oregon Country on the map.
7. D:

trade zones such as the one created by the North Atlantic Free Trade Agreement
are examples of attempts to break down artificial economic barriers between countries and
stimulate economic activity. Political boundaries between countries often introduce
artificial economic barriers between countries as well. Although free trade zones typically
8. A: Free
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stimulate extensive political debate among citizens in participating countries, they are
intended to reduce or eliminate artificial constraints to cross-border economic activity.
9. D: Given Britain's geographical position as an island nation, its naval power directly
facilitated the establishment and maintenance of its far-flung empire. While other nations
such as Russia were able to establish vast overland empires, this was not possible for
Britain due to its location and island status.
10. A: The most likely explanation for Professor Seymour's findings is that since members of
the House of Representatives have shorter terms than senators, they are more concerned
about how their votes will be viewed during upcoming elections. This is also consistent with
the professor's finding that senators are more concerned about voting in accordance with
their constituents'wishes when an election is imminent, and less so when they are in the

earlier part of their terms,
11, A: The most likely explanation for this divide is that urban residents rely much more
heavily on public transportation than suburban and rural residents do. As a result, they
would not be as deeply affected as residents from suburban and rural areas who commute
to work.
12. B: When a democratic country is home to various groups of citizens who have conflicting
cultural and religious beliefs, this situation is likely to result in high levels of political
conflict, Although there are many sources of political conflict, divergent cultural and
religious beliefs are a major source of such conflict. It would not necessarily result in high
levels of poverty and crime, or in low levels of voter turnout. Designation of multiple
national languages is possible, but this is a Iess common outcome than political conflict.

13. B: Cultural values are most likely to directly influence a voter's stance on a proposed
amendment to the state's constitution that would allow teachers to lead students in prayer.
Opinions about the government's right to regulate and promote certain activities, such as
prayer, tend to be strongly influenced by people's cultural values. Opinions about practical
matters such as libraries and driver's education tend to be driven largely by one's personal
experiences and interests.
14. C: The main source of disagreement between these two groups is their conflicting
priorities. Some citizens believe that economic growth is more important than protecting
the environment, while other citizens believe that protecting the environment is more
important than economic growth. There is no evidence provided to support the inference
that extremist groups are providing the public with inaccurate information, or that citizens
are not involved in the political process.
15. D: When it is summer in the Southern Hemisphere, it is winter in the Northern
Hemisphere. This is because when it is summer in the Southern Hemisphere, this
hemisphere is tilted toward the Sun, and the Northern Hemisphere is tilted away from the
Sun.

16. B: Tropical regions near the Equator tend to experience relatively constant
temperatures year-round because the angle at which sunlight hits them remains relatively
constant throughout the year. In regions that are farther north or south, the angle at which
sunlight hits them changes much more drastically due to the changing angle of the Earth's
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axis relative to the Sun. This results in greater variations in the length of daylight and in
temperatures. Tropical regions do have seasons fusually a "wet" season and a "dry" season],
but temperature fluctuations are less pronounced than those in regions farther from the

Equator.
17. B: The 48 contiguous United States (the 48 states excluding Alaska and Hawaii) contain
areas with temperate, continental, and dry climates, but they do not contain any polar
regions. Polar regions are found in Alaska and Antarctica, as well as in the far north of
Canada, Russia, and the Scandinavian countries.
1B. D: The climate of a region is determined by many factors, including latitude (distance
from the equator), altitude [distance above or below sea level), and amount of precipitation.
Latitude is a general predictor of climate, with areas closer to the equator having tropical
climates, and areas farther from the equator having polar climates. Lower-lying areas tend
to be warmer, while areas at high elevations tend to be colder. Amount of precipitation is
also an important factor in determining the climate of a region. For instance, regardless of
temperature, a region is considered to have a desert climate if annual precipitation falls
below a certain level.

L9. A: A city located at 6,000 feet above sea level is likely to have a cooler climate, all other

things being equal. Since air is less dense at higher altitudes, it holds heat less effectively
and temperatures tend to be lower as a result. Precipitation is not as strong an indicator of
temperature, Some areas that receive moderate or large amounts of precipitation are cooler
(temperate and continental climates), while some areas that receive lots of precipitation,
like the tropics, are warmer.
20. B: The eastern coastal areas ofCanada are significantly colder than the western coasts of
northern European countries like Ireland and Norway because the Norwegian Current is a
warm current, and the Labrador Current is a cold current. The Norwegian Current is an
extension of the warm Gulf Stream, which travels across the Atlantic to northern Europe.
Currents like the Gulf Stream are warm because they are carrying warm tropical waters
away from the Equator. Currents like the Labrador Current, which moves toward the
Equator and which controls the climate of the eastern Canadian coast, are cold because they
carry waters from the frigid polar regions.
21, A; Mid-ocean ridges like the Mid-Atlantic Ridge are typically located along divergent
tectonic plate boundaries. At these boundaries, the sea floor is spreading aparq allowing
new material for crust to bubble up from the mantle. At convergent boundaries, one plate is
subducting another, and the material from the plate that is being subducted (moving
underneath the other) is being returned to the mantle.

22. C: The most appropriate label for the map in Figure 3 would be "Tropical Rainforests of
the World." This map indicates the world's tropical rainforests in dark grey, including those
in South America, Africa, Asia, and Australia.
23. D: This information most strongly supports the inference that citizens of Country A have
greater confidence in government institutions than do citizens of Country B. Since citizens
of Country A have a well-functioning democracy, they are more likely to have confidence in
the institutions run by the leaders they elect. In contrast, citizens who see their leaders use
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fraud and violence to gain their political offices are likely to have less confidence in the
effectiveness ofthose leaders and the institutions they run.
24. B: China showed the greatest improvement in life expectancy at birth between the two
five-year periods, with an increase of 31 percentage points.
25, C: Detroit's population decreased the most between 7970 and 1980, by 310,000 people.
26. A: The population decline illustrated in Table 2 can be attributed mainly to the decline of
Detroit's major industry, car manufacturing. As the number of jobs available in Detroit
declined, it experienced negative net migration, with more people moving out than moving

in,
27 . C: The information in Table 2 could be more effectively presented in a line graph. This is
true because the data show a steady decline over time, and line graphs are most appropriate
for showing change over time. Pie graphs are designed to show data about a specific point in

time.
28. C: It is most likely that Russia's population will be less than 742,900,000 in 2016. Since
the population is declining at a rate of about -0.51 percent per year, it will probably decline
by about 73,000 people per year. This means that in 2016, Russia's population is likely to be
Iess than 142,900,000, but certainly not less than 1 million.

29.D: According to the table, Vietnam has the highest estimated annual population growth,
at 7.32 percent per year. The United States has the second highest population growth rate, It
is estimated to be about 0,97 percent per year.
30. C: This information supports both the argument that immigrants typically move to

countries that are more economically prosperous than their own and that immigrants
typically move to countries that are geographically proximate to their own. Since many
immigrants are seeking out economic opportunity, they tend to immigrate to wealthier
countries. Since their means are often limited, they are also more likely to immigrate to
countries that are closer and therefore less expensive and less difficult to reach.
31. C: An African immigrant who comes to the United States to escape political persecution
in his home country is an example of a refugee, A refugee is an individual who leaves his or
her home country to escape political, social, or religious persecution.
32. A: The post-WWII "baby boom" is best described as an increase in fertility rates
resulting from the return of soldiers from war and the post-WWII economic boom. There
was also a smaller "echo" baby boom in the 1980s and early 1990s, as the baby boomers'
children reached childbearing age.

33. C: Population growth in the American Southwest differs from population growth in
other parts of the United States because it is endangered by limited water resources. Cities
in the arid American Southwest like Las Vegas, Phoenix, and Los Angeles must carefully plan
their growth while considering the limited water resources that are available in this part of
the United States. While population growth throughout the United States can threaten
native species and cause pollution, the lack of water resources is unique to the Southwest.
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34. B: This scenario is primarily an example of humans adapting to hazards within their
natural environment, Since the causes of tsunamis are beyond humans' ability to
manipulate, citizens of areas threatened by tsunamis have adapted to their natural
environment by implementing measures to mitigate the hazard posed by tsunamis.
Similarly, citizens in earthquake-prone areas cannot prevent earthquakes, so they mitigate
the hazard posed by earthquakes by building quake-resistant structures.
35. A: El Nifro is a weather pattern that is known for causing droughts in some regions that
lead to fires and crop failures. This effect is most pronounced in certain parts of Africa, Asia,
and Australia. El Niflo typically suppresses hurricane activity, and it produces unusually
mild winters in most parts of North America.

36. B: Contamination of drinking water supplies is the most pressing environmental
concern in urban areas that experience severe flooding. Drinking water and other standing
water can become contaminated with untreated sewage, which in turn taints drinking water
supplies and creates the risk of waterborne disease spreading among the population. Loss
of crops and trees is less problematic in urban areas, and loss of tourist revenue is an
economic, not an environmental, problem.
37 . B: Large-scale migration from a rural area in which subsistence agriculture is the main
way of life to a similar, neighboring area is most likely to be caused by a drought and
subsequent famine, Since both areas revolve around subsistence agriculture, it is highly
likely that they share similar levels of economic development, and offer only minimal
health, education, and sanitation infrastructure. Thus, economic migration between the two
areas is unlikely. If there were a conflict between the two regions, this would also be
unlikely to result in the situation described,

38. A: Biomes are regions defined primarily by climate. They are also called ecosystems, and
are typically characterized by similar soils, organisms, and levels of precipitation. They may
be either land based or aquatic.

39. D: It is true that cultural regions vary greatly in size and scope, Although they sometimes
align with national boundaries, this is not always the case. Cultural regions can cover
multiple countries, and they can also cover small areas within countries. A cultural region is
defined as an area in which most inhabitants share one or more cultural traits, such as
Ianguage, religion, architecture, cuisine, dress, or social customs. In some cultural regions,
inhabitants will share most of these traits, while inhabitants of larger cultural regions will
share only one trait.
40. C: In order to be characterized as a functional cultural region, an area must have a
central node and organizational structure, as well as defined borders. Its inhabitants need
not share any cultural traits, such as language or religion, and they do not necessarily have a
common sense of community, as is necessary for a perceptual region.
41. C: The physical locations of Native American cultural regions in the present-day United
States, such as those in northeastern Arizona and eastern Oklahoma, are determined

primarily by the legally designated location of Native American tribes' reservations. With
the exception of Alaska Natives, who were not removed from their lands and thus do not
live on reservations, most Native American tribes were forced from their traditional
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homelands onto reservations, so current Native American cultural areas are based around
these reservations.
42. D: Negative cultural stereotypes may be based on a variety of factors, including negative
portrayals of members of a certain culture in the media, negative experiences with
individual members of a certain culture, and fear of members of a certain culture due to
threatening acts by a few members of that culture. Negative stereotypes occur when the
negative qualities of a few members of a cultural group are generalized to the entire group,
or when actions of members of a certain cultural group are perceived negatively due to the
cultural ignorance of outsiders.
43. C: This information supports the inference that health care and nutrition for children in
Guatemala is poorer than it is in the United States and Singapore. This is a valid inference
because the infant mortality rate in Guatemala is far higher than in the United States or
Singapore, and because poor health care and nutrition are closely linked with high infant
mortality. Although Guatemala's infant mortality rate is high, it is still lower than the world
average of 42 deaths per 1,000 live births. This information does not indicate what the most
common cause of death is for young children in Guatemala, and it does not indicate how
many children are born in Guatemala overall.
44. D: Based on the information provided, it is most likely to be true that many Bangladeshis
live in poverty. This inference is supported by the fact that individuals who are illiterate
typically cannot secure middle-class jobs and instead toil in low-skill, low-wage jobs that do
not pay enough to lift the worker out of poverty. Since nearly half of Bangladeshis are
illiterate, it is highly unlikely that three-quarters of Bangladeshis work in the business and
information sectors, because employment in these sectors requires basic literacy skills.
45. D: English, French, and Portuguese are all part of the Indo-European language family.
French and Portuguese are part ofthe Romance subset of Indo-European languages, while
English is part of the Germanic subset. Chinese is not part of the Indo-European language
family, but instead is part of the Sino-Tibetan language family.
46. B: The majority of Russia's population is not Catholic. The largest religion in Russia is
Orthodox Christianity, while at least 75 percent of the populations of Mexico, Spain, and
Ireland identify themselves as Catholic. Catholicism spread from Rome throughout western

Europe, although many northern European countries, like England, eventually converted to
Protestantism. Ireland was an exception to this general rule. Since much of South and
Central America was colonized by Spain, which has remained Catholic, most of these
countries also have majority Catholic populations.
47, D: Laws that prevent women from owning property make it difficult for women to start
businesses, and they also give men increased bargaining power in family relationships,
since women cannot exert legal control over family finances. Legislative quotas and
availability of microfinance actually give women increased political and economic power.
Laws that outlaw divorce typically affect men and women equally, and their effect on
women's economic status is minimal.
48. C: The growth of trade between India and Britain during the colonial era resulted in
products from India, including tea, becoming staples of the British diet. Spices from India
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were also in great demand in Britain and other European countries. However, British
citizens did not adopt other Indian cultural traits, such as religion and style of dress.
49. A: The introduction of television allowed citizens to see political events like speeches,
revolutions, and wars play out firsthand. When citizens gained the ability to see politicians
speak and observe firsthand the effects ofoverseas wars, this changed their perception of

politicians and political events. For instance, politicians' physical appearance became
increasingly important since citizens throughout the country could now see live footage of
candidates. Previously, very few citizens saw anything other than photos ofthe candidates.
50. A: Traditional eating patterns in the developing countries of Asia have eroded due
mainly to the introduction of convenient and low-priced prepackaged and fast-food
products. fust as traditional cooking methods and eating traditions have become less
common in the United States since the introduction of fast, convenient alternatives to
preparing meals, this same effect has occurred in developing Asian countries. The effect is
especially pronounced in urban areas, where prepackaged food is more widely available,
but it has taken hold to a limited extent in rural areas as well.

51. B: It is a fact that the Inuit are required to apply for hunting licenses and respect hunting
quotas determined by national and international governing bodies. Statements A and C are
opinions, not facts, and statement D is not a fact, since the Inuit people do adhere to quotas.

While commercial whaling remains largely banned, indigenous peoples like the Inuit are
allowed to continue the practice to a limited extent, since it is important to the survival of
their culture.
52. D: Widespread use of English as the language of science and business, even in countries
where English is not the native language, is an example of cultural convergence, Cultural
convergence is the process of divergent cultures gradually adopting traits that make them
more similar. In this case, diverse cultures around the world are becoming more similar in
that certain professional communities within them are adopting a common language.
53. A: The adoption of democratic government by an increasing number of countries
throughout the world has resulted in a greater international emphasis on protecting human
rights. Since democratic governments are typically founded around the principle of
protecting their own citizens' human rights, they tend to strongly advocate the protection of
human rights around the world.

54. C: Traditional economies are typically characterized by bartering. A traditional economy
is one that has not yet adopted the trappings of a modern market economy. It is typically
based on subsistence agriculture and thus has little use for paper currency or banking.

Payments are made in goods or services, rather than in cash.
55. D: The government regulates the money supply in both market and command
economies. Although governments generally avoid interference in market economies, they
do provide basic financial services such as printing money and regulating the supply. By
controlling the supply of money, the government can influence the rate of inflation and

economic growth.
56. D: The perestroika economic policy, which was implemented in the Soviet Union by
Mikhail Gorbachev, called for a complete overhaul of the Soviet Union's economy. It allowed
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limited foreign investment in the Soviet Union, and increased the level of autonomy of the
Soviet Union's state-owned enterprises.
57. C: France, Sweden, and Denmark have market economies Iike the United States, but they
have higher tax rates and more extensive social programs. Market economies operate along

with some interfering more in the economy by charging higher tax rates and
offering more extensive social welfare benefits. Other countries with market economies, like
the United States, have lower tax rates, but they also have less generous social welfare
a continuum,

programs.

58. C: A family in Bangladesh that tends a small farming plot to feed itself exemplifies
subsistence agriculture. This refers to the practice of growing enough food to feed oneself
and one's family, butnot producing enough excess to sell commercially. Instead of growing
a single cash crop, subsistence farmers typically grow a mix of grains and produce,ind also
raise livestock to supply meat and dairy products.
59' A: In developing countries in Africa, Asia, and South America, the majority of citizens are
likely to be engaged in the primary economic sector. The primary sector of the economy
comprises activities that involve harvesting natural resources, Iike farming and mining.
Developing countries have less economic activity in the secondary, tertiary, and quateinary
sectors, and the majority of their citizens are engaged in agriculture.
60. B: The increasing adoption of advanced, laborsaving manufacturing technology in the
United States has facilitated decreasing employment in the secondary economic sector,
which involves the manufacture of finished goods. As technology has become more efficient,
fewer workers are needed to produce the same amount and quality of manufactured goods.
61. D: The most plausible explanation for this decline is that demand for African slaves in
the Americas, which had fueled the trans-Atlantic trade between Africa and the Americas,
declined. The state of Virginia was the first to ban the importation of slaves, in the late
1700s, and the tide continued to turn against slavery through the early 1800s. The transAtlantic slave trade, which formed one leg of the infamous "Triangular Trade,,between
Europe, Africa, and the Americas, was largely one-sided.

62' B: Desertification caused by poor water and Iand management practices typically results
in drastic declines in crop yields that make agriculture unsustainable. When desertification
occurs, crop yields decline and rangelands become less productive. Eventually farmers and
ranchers can no longer make a productive living on the land and are forced to move.
63' C: This growth was due mainly to the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad and
the passage of the Homestead Act. The railroad made the trip west much shorter and less
burdensome for families. Previous settlers had traveled west in wagon trains, which made
the trip long, difficult, and dangerous. The Homestead Act, which was passed in 1862, also
encouraged citizens to settle in the west by offering them plots of land for a nominal fee and
a commitment to improve the land.
64. D: A farmer whose land is irrigated with water from a river that crosses her property is
most likely to reap an economic benefit from a system that recognizes riparian water rights.
A riparian water rights system gives water rights to users who own the banks of a given
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