
US History Culminating Project--2018 

This project is worth 10% of your sixth six weeks’ average and is due _________________________________. 

FIRST AND FOREMOST, all work must be your own. Anything you can find on the internet, I can find, too. You will earn a 
zero for the project without an opportunity to redo it if you copy and paste work from someone else and submit it as 
your own. 

Daily grades will be given for using class time productively. While the bulk of the work will be done in class, don’t expect 
all of it to be.  

Regardless of the option you choose, all work must be TYPED in an easy to read font, printed on only one side of the 
page, & brought to class on the due date. Do not merely email your work to me instead of printing it & bringing it to 
class on the due date. Proofread your written work. Part of the grade will be based on written conventions such as 
spelling, mechanics, capitalization, etc. 

Group projects (OPTIONS A & D) require ALL group members to be present on all days during which the project is 
worked on in class.  

OPTION A: Write & perform two additional verses to Billy Joel’s “We Didn’t Start the Fire.” One verse will be about 
events from 1990-1999, and one verse will include events from 2000-present (groups of up to 4).  

1. EACH GROUP MEMBER will turn in a PRINTED, TYPED explanation of why or how THREE events you 
included in the final version of your song are significant--consider how the event was a turning point in 
American history, how history might have been different if the event did not happen, or how the event 
affects us today. DO NOT MERELY SUMMARIZE THE EVENT. This means you will have THREE 
PARAGRAPHS, one for each event. Group members should NOT write about the same three events.  

2. The group will turn in one typed, printed copy of the lyrics.  

OPTION B: TED Talks—Curate, watch, learn, reflect, write (individual)—Watch three different TED talks connected to 
three different themes in US History as explained on the yellow handout “Themes in US History.” For EACH TED talk, 
write a paragraph (complete sentences, no bullet points) that includes the following information: 

1. the title of the TED talk, the speaker’s name, and a complete URL for the talk 
2. why you chose this particular talk 
3. a direct quote from the talk and your reaction to that quote—what did you find interesting, and why? or 

with what did you agree or disagree, and why? or what is something the speaker said that caused you to 
think about something in a new way? 

4. an explanation as to how the talk is connected to one of the seven themes in US History--make sure 
your explanation reflects careful reading and consideration of the themes handout  

5. a question you have that is inspired by something in the TED talk 

OPTION C: INTERVIEWS: Interview three people of different ages about a historical (not personal) moment they 
associate with their childhoods, from about when they were 8-22ish. None of their moments can be the same as any of 
the others; for example, you can’t interview two people whose moment is 9/11. Write a paragraph for each person 
(complete sentences & no bullet points)  detailing each of your interviews in which you answer the following: 

1. Who is your subject--name and relationship/how you know the person 
2. a brief historical summary (who, what, when, where, why) of the event the person talked about  
3. the person’s memories of how he/she found out about the event 
4. why was the event so memorable, or how the event changed  the way he/she saw the world or thought 

about something connected to the event 
5. which theme of US history is most directly connected to the event and an explanation of why--make 

sure your explanation reflects careful reading and consideration of the themes handout  
6. your thoughts on the project as a whole, such as what you learned or found interesting as a result of 

completing the project 



OPTION D: CREATIVE PROJECT: Readers’ theatre? Painting? Sculpture? Create and present something inspired by an event or person 
in US History. Depending on the project, this may be done in groups. Discuss it with me. Each person doing project D whether 
working individually or with others will turn in a TYPED, PRINTED statement that addresses the following: 

1. a brief historical summary of  the topic/person/event/era in US History that is the subject of your work 
2. an explanation as to why you chose this topic 
3. what idea you are attempting to communicate through your work 
4. which theme of US history is most directly connected to your work and an explanation of why--make sure your 

explanation reflects careful reading and consideration of the themes handout  

OPTION E: BOOK STUDY: Read a fiction or nonfiction book related to US History. You must get PRE-APPROVAL for the book. Write a 
paper (complete sentences & paragraphs; NO bullet points) in which you answer the following: 

1. the title, author, and publication date of the book 
2. why you chose the book 
3. TWO direct quotes from the book and your reaction to each quote—what did you find interesting, and why? or 

with what did you agree or disagree, and why? or how did the ideas cause expressed in the quote cause you to 
think about something in a new way? 

4. an explanation of which theme in US history the book most closely reflects or is connected to--make sure your 
explanation reflects careful reading and consideration of the themes handout  

5. a question you have that is inspired by something in the book 

Whatever you’re interested in, I am almost certain you can find a book about it and that you can relate it to US history.  

Need some ideas?  

Two books about Cointelpro, the secret FBI program that spied on Martin Luther King, Jr. and other Americans: 

The Assassination of Fred Hampton: How the FBI and the Chicago Police Murdered a Black Panther, Jeffrey Haas 

https://smile.amazon.com/Assassination-Fred-Hampton-Chicago-Murdered/dp/1569767092/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8
&qid=1525792556&sr=1-3&keywords=cointelpro 

The COINTELPRO Papers: Documents from the FBI's Secret Wars Against Dissent in the United States, Jim Vander Wall 

https://smile.amazon.com/COINTELPRO-Papers-Documents-Against-Dissent-ebook/dp/B019UV7E7G/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&
ie=UTF8&qid=1525792556&sr=1-2&keywords=cointelpro 

A People’s History of the United States, Howard Zinn--This is a US history book that rejects the traditional US history 
narrative focused on powerful white men. Highly recommended if you love history but hate its focus (as it’s usually taught 
in schools) on white people, especially white men of privilege and power.  

https://smile.amazon.com/Peoples-History-United-States/dp/0062397346/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525791360
&sr=1-3&keywords=american+history 

Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History Textbook Got Wrong, James W. Loewen 

https://smile.amazon.com/Lies-My-Teacher-Told-Everything/dp/0743296281/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525791
544&sr=1-1&keywords=lies+my+teacher+told+me+james+loewen 

Stamped From the Beginning: The History of Racist Ideas in America, Ibram X. Kendi 

https://smile.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_2_13?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=stamped+from+the+be
ginning+the+definitive+history+of+racist+ideas&sprefix=stamped+from+%2Cstripbooks%2C167&crid=1L3AHTY26F8TD 

Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?: And Other Conversations About Race, Beverly Daniel Tatum 

https://smile.amazon.com/Black-Kids-Sitting-Together-Cafeteria/dp/0465060684/ref=sr_1_5_sspa?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=
1525791632&sr=1-5-spons&keywords=stamped+from+the+beginning+the+definitive+history+of+racist+ideas&psc=1 

A Narco History: How the United States and Mexico Jointly Created the "Mexican Drug War,” Carmen Boullosa 

https://smile.amazon.com/Narco-History-Jointly-Created-Mexican/dp/1944869123/ref=sr_1_9?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=152
5792405&sr=1-9&keywords=history+of+drugs 

https://smile.amazon.com/Assassination-Fred-Hampton-Chicago-Murdered/dp/1569767092/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525792556&sr=1-3&keywords=cointelpro
https://smile.amazon.com/Assassination-Fred-Hampton-Chicago-Murdered/dp/1569767092/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525792556&sr=1-3&keywords=cointelpro
https://smile.amazon.com/COINTELPRO-Papers-Documents-Against-Dissent-ebook/dp/B019UV7E7G/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525792556&sr=1-2&keywords=cointelpro
https://smile.amazon.com/COINTELPRO-Papers-Documents-Against-Dissent-ebook/dp/B019UV7E7G/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525792556&sr=1-2&keywords=cointelpro
https://smile.amazon.com/Peoples-History-United-States/dp/0062397346/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525791360&sr=1-3&keywords=american+history
https://smile.amazon.com/Peoples-History-United-States/dp/0062397346/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525791360&sr=1-3&keywords=american+history
https://smile.amazon.com/Lies-My-Teacher-Told-Everything/dp/0743296281/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525791544&sr=1-1&keywords=lies+my+teacher+told+me+james+loewen
https://smile.amazon.com/Lies-My-Teacher-Told-Everything/dp/0743296281/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525791544&sr=1-1&keywords=lies+my+teacher+told+me+james+loewen
https://smile.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_2_13?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=stamped+from+the+beginning+the+definitive+history+of+racist+ideas&sprefix=stamped+from+%2Cstripbooks%2C167&crid=1L3AHTY26F8TD
https://smile.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_2_13?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=stamped+from+the+beginning+the+definitive+history+of+racist+ideas&sprefix=stamped+from+%2Cstripbooks%2C167&crid=1L3AHTY26F8TD
https://smile.amazon.com/Black-Kids-Sitting-Together-Cafeteria/dp/0465060684/ref=sr_1_5_sspa?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525791632&sr=1-5-spons&keywords=stamped+from+the+beginning+the+definitive+history+of+racist+ideas&psc=1
https://smile.amazon.com/Black-Kids-Sitting-Together-Cafeteria/dp/0465060684/ref=sr_1_5_sspa?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525791632&sr=1-5-spons&keywords=stamped+from+the+beginning+the+definitive+history+of+racist+ideas&psc=1
https://smile.amazon.com/Narco-History-Jointly-Created-Mexican/dp/1944869123/ref=sr_1_9?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525792405&sr=1-9&keywords=history+of+drugs
https://smile.amazon.com/Narco-History-Jointly-Created-Mexican/dp/1944869123/ref=sr_1_9?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1525792405&sr=1-9&keywords=history+of+drugs


 

THEMES IN US HISTORY 

 

Use this list of themes for project options B, C, D, and E. 

 

Theme 1: American and National Identity 

The emphasis of this theme is the formation of American national identity and values. How and why did each 

of these concepts develop in the way that they did? How have cultures, identities, and values been preserved 

or changed throughout different time periods of US History? Gender, race, socioeconomic class, and ethnicity 

all play a role in this theme. 

 

Theme 2: Politics and Power 

The focus of this theme is on how varying social and political groups influence society and government in the 

United States. How have political beliefs and institutions shifted over time? Why did those changes take 

place? What were the causes of those changes? 

 

Theme 3: Work, Exchange, and Technology 

This theme focuses on factors that led to development of systems and economic exchange. What role did 

technology, economic markets, and government play in this development? How did this shape the 

development of American economies? Consider the ways in which labor systems, advances in technology, and 

government policies help shape American society. 

 

Theme 4: Culture and Society 

This theme looks at the social aspects that led to the cultural shaping of the US. What ideas, beliefs, and 

customs change the way we view ourselves as a nation? What cultures and values have prevailed or were 

modified? 

 

Theme 5: Migration and Settlement 

The focal point of this theme is how and why various people moved to and within the US. How were these 

people transformed by their new social and physical environments? How and why have they adapted? Think 

about how both newcomers and natives transform the US with their beliefs, traditions, and ideas. 

 

Theme 6: Geography and the Environment 

This theme takes a look at geography across the United States. How have natural and human-made 

environments helped shape US social and political developments throughout history? Think about the 

historical contexts of environmental interactions such as preservation, exploitation, and management. 

 

Theme 7: America in the World 

This theme focuses on the interactions between countries around the world, and what role they play in North 

American history. Consider the influence of the United States on world affairs, both in the past and currently. 

What role has the US played in world affairs in the past? What should its role in the world in the 21st century 

be? 

 

 






